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Presenting Sponsor



MISSION

The Black Women in Architecture Network serves 
as a resource for the almost 500 licensed Black 
women architects, those aspiring to be 
architects, and other women in design, planning 
and allied professions.

This years event strives to connect women from 
around the country and abroad in fellowship and 
meaningful dialogue about the profession and 
our contribution



SCHOLARSHIP

DVC MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

The Desiree V. Cooper (DVC) Memorial 
Scholarship Foundation seeks to honor the life 
and legacy of Desiree V. Cooper by 
championing the things she was passionate 
about in her professional career and personal 
endeavors: providing continual service to her 
communities and encouraging minorities and 
women in the advancement of their careers in 
architecture. To that end, the Foundation awards 
Scholarships for the architectural registration 
exam in the following categories: The Black 
Women in Architecture Award, The Harrisburg 
Memorial Award, and The DC Memorial Award.
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Platinum Sponsor



PROGRAM

Welcome ~ Alex Taylor

Sponsor Remarks 
The Matic 

AIA

Defining the Moment ~ R. Denise Everson

Discussion Group Sessions

Break
Gather ingredients for cocktails

Cocktail Demonstration feat. Nikolas Hill 

Break

First 500 Presentation ~ Tiara Hughes

Recognition of Recently Licensed Black Women

VMDO Remarks

Closing Remarks & Acknowledge Sponsors ~ Katherine Williams



FEATURED

PRESENTER

TIARA HUGHES

INSPIRATION

Becoming the Founder and Executive
Director of FIRST 500 in 2018 is a great
example of how I saw a hole in
information about a group of
architects I relate to – black women
who are .3% of all licensed architects
and created my own initiative to
provide resources about them. In
addition to highlighting this group of
architects, this initiative raises
awareness about their distinction. In
doing so, my goal is to infinitely
increase the number of African
American women licensed architects in
the U.S.

FIRST 500 has begun as a lecture series
(featured in publications, podcasts and
conferences) and network. This
initiative will become a publication that
accurately documents history and
inspires women interested in entering
the industry. Furthermore, providing
mentorship from the network when
they do. FIRST 500 not only creates an
encyclopedia of black women
architects but is actively increases
consciousness. Major industry
supporters include NOMA, SOM,
Gensler, EntreArchitect and AIA.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/tiara-
hughes-noma-realtor%C2%AE-5a8b913a/



LARGE FIRM

ROUND TABLE

PARTICIPANTS

Susan Boyle, AIA HLW
Missy DelVecchio, AIA Robert A.M. Stern
Peter Exley, FAIA AIA, National President-elect
Kelly M. Farrell, AIA Callison-RTKL
Jane Frederick,FAIA AIA, National President
Luanne Green, FAIA Ayers Saint Gross
Diane Hoskins, FAIA, NCARB Gensler
Stephanie McDaniel, AIA BWBR
Ellen Mitchell, AIA Leo A Daly
Carol Rickard-Brideau, AIA Little Associates
Wendy S. Rogers, FAIA LPA Design Studios
Yiselle Santos,AIA HKS
Sheela Maini Søgaard BIG
Tania Van Herle, AIA HED
Jill Williams, AIA KTGY
Monica Willemsen, AIA SCB
Carole Wedge, FAIA, LEED AP Shepley Bulfinch



@three_spice on Instagram
or

www.facebook.com/threeSPICE



Gold Sponsor



Silver Sponsors



Silver Sponsors



PATRONS

Kimberly Jackson

Melissa Daniel

Jennifer Matthews

Jamila Hazel

Stephonie Brackett

Annette Adams-Beckford

Carole Wedge
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BWA PLANNING COMMITTEE

Katherine Williams, Chair
R. Denise Everson

Melanie Ray
Carol Smith Twyman

Alexandra Taylor



Thank-you to all the participants that 
made this years event a success

JOIN US NEXT YEAR


